FOREWORD
This book was written in 1917, but was published only
in America. It was intended to be delivered as lectures, but
the War Office prevented this. The first chapter was to have
been given as a lecture in Glasgow with Robert Smillie,
President of the Miners' Federation, in the Chair. Just
before it was to have been delivered, the Government
forbade me to enter what were called 'prohibited areas',
among which Glasgow was included.
These areas included everything near the sea coast, and
the order was intended against spies to prevent them from
signalling to German submarines. The War Office, however,
was kind enough to say that it did not suspect me of being
a spy for the Germans. It only charged me with inciting
industrial disaffection in order to stop the war.
It was announced that Smillie wdtild take over the
Glasgow meeting in spite of my inevitable absence. In fact,
he delivered the lecture, which I had intended to give.
The audience were somewhat surprised by the difference
from his usual style. But at * the very end he announced
that he had been giving my banned lecture. The Govern-
ment was too dependent upon coal to proceed against him.
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